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Panama

According to Iowa State University economist Dermot Hayes, 
the Panama agreement, when fully implemented, will cause 
hog prices to be 20 cents higher than would otherwise have 
been the case. Therefore exports to Panama will be worth 
approximately $20.6 million to the U.S. pork industry in 
additional revenue than otherwise would have been the case. 
(NPPC Panama FTA report)



“The FTA proposal will be like stabbing the national 
farming sector, since it would allow the entrance of 
subsidized agricultural products to compete with up to 
80 percent of the national market . Competition between 
two considerably different economies is impossible” - 
National Agricultural Organization of Panama (ONAGRO)



DOLPHIN
IMPORTS

• Agricultural Tariff Schedule: 
• 01069000: “Live animals other than 

mammals, reptiles and birds”
• Base Rate: FREE!!!
• INTERPRETATION: The U.S. is able to 

import DOLPHINS and WHALES from 
Panama DUTY FREE!!!



Panamanians Protest 
Dolphin Capture



In April 2007, protest erupted in Panama in opposition to plans by Ocean 
Embassy, a US based company, to capture 80 dolphins for aquarium 

display in Panama.  Under the Panama FTA, this could also mean 
dolphin captured for US marine mammal parks,  Despite widespread 
concern of environmental and animal advocates, the Panama FTA 

contains a provision allowing the capture and duty-free export of live 
dolphins. Perversely, if the Panama FTA is approved, it will become even 

more difficult to protect those live dolphins that have escaped the 
Mexican fishing fleet's deadly tuna-fishing operations, as dolphin capture 

operations will be empowered to challenge any effort by Panama to 
restrict the capture and export of live dolphins.



Mangrove Forests

Panama’s Mangrove Forests, 
habitats for shorebirds and 

migratory species, which are 
threatened by the Shrimp 

Industry, which will use the FTA 
to mass proliferate industry in 

sensitive wetlands

Humpback Whale American Manatee



Endangered
Species

The IUCN Red List of The IUCN Red List of 
threatened species threatened species 
includes 33 species includes 33 species 

endemic to Panama, 16 endemic to Panama, 16 
are endangered or are endangered or 

vulnerablevulnerable..

Of the 836 migratory birds Of the 836 migratory birds 
protected under theprotected under the

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
350 of the tropical 350 of the tropical 

migratory species go migratory species go 
through Panama.through Panama.

Red Backed Squirrel 
Monkey

Olingo



COLOMBIA



COLOMBIA

Live hog prices are positively impacted by the introduction of new export 
markets. According to Iowa State University economist Dermot Hayes, the 
Colombia agreement, when fully implemented, will cause live U.S. hog prices 
to be $1.63 higher than would otherwise have been the case. That means 
that the profits of the average U.S. pork producer will expand by 14 percent, 
based on 2005 data. (NPPC Colombia FTA report)



COLOMBIA

From the Colombian point of view, proposals that fail 
to take into account the serious structural crisis that 
affects the country’s rural sector will lead to more 
poverty, migration and drug trafficking. But based on 
what has already been tabled during the agriculture 
negotiations, it is clear that the U.S. proposals to 
Colombia consider only the purely economic benefits 
for U.S. producers and consumers



Blood on the Palms

- The FTA promises to be 
especially lucrative in 
Colombia due to President 
Uribe's promise to advance 
the development of bio-
fuels.

- Bio fuels like African Palm 
are grown as mono-crops, 
which destroy bio-diversity, 
employ hazardous pest 
asides and fertilizers, and 
involve de-forestation and 
the dispossession of 
people who live on land 
needed for cultivation



Deforestation

El Chocó region spans the coast of Western Colombia, El Chocó region spans the coast of Western Colombia, 
Panama, Ecuador and Peru and contains 9000 plant species Panama, Ecuador and Peru and contains 9000 plant species 
and 2250 animal species. 25% of the plants and animals of El and 2250 animal species. 25% of the plants and animals of El 
Chocó can only be found there, yet during the 20th Century, Chocó can only be found there, yet during the 20th Century, 
mining, agriculture and logging interests caused the mining, agriculture and logging interests caused the 
endangering of at least thirty six species. Only 6.3% of El endangering of at least thirty six species. Only 6.3% of El 
Chocó is protected under environmental law, and industrial Chocó is protected under environmental law, and industrial 
progress could continue the exploitation that has destroyed progress could continue the exploitation that has destroyed 
much of its delicate ecological balance. much of its delicate ecological balance.  

 



Endangering Wildlife

Forty nine endangered species whose names appear on lists 
of multi-lateral bans on wildlife traffic are endemic to 
Colombia. In 1997, the Colombian Environmental Ministry 
counted 1,805 species of birds and 456 species of 
mammals (22% of which are endangered or critically 
endangered), but today, those numbers of existing species 
are dropping due to wildlife trade and deforestation

This is the endangered 
Spider Monkey of 
Colombia



Endangered. . .
Also endangered are the

Scarlet Macaw like these 
(Right) and the Sloth 

(Below). The infrastructural 
development involved with 
factory farms and mono-
crops will also threaten 
wildlife, the water supply, 
and the air.



Deforestation and Law
-  A recent forestry law 

passed through Colombian 
Congress with the support 
of the U.S. Agency of 
international development 
echoes the danger of 
institutional timber 
exploitation by insisting that 
ownership of land only 
extends to three meters 
above the ground.  

- Bogotá’s University of the Andes and German Development 
Agencies declares: “The law creates the concept of “vuelo 
forestal” (forestry overflight), which separates the land from 
the trees and all else above ground level, opening the door to 
the forests’ exploitation by multinational companies.”



FARC and Civil War
 - Dispossession will bring 

sympathy to FARC. FARC 
(The Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia), which 
has mounted civil war 
against the Colombian 
government since the mid-
1960s, either controls or has 
presence in 15-20% of 
Colombian territory.

 - Though local coca 
cultivation for coca tea is a 
traditional aspect of local 
indigenous cultures, FARC 
promotes the refining of 
cocaine in regions it controls



FARC and the Civil War

- The harvesting and refining of cocaine includes 
the pollution of pesticides, soil erosion, and the 
soil and water pollution from toxic chemicals 
employed in the refining process. 

 
- FARC also attacks pipelines, spilling crude oil 

into local rivers. Fueling the civil war, the FTA 
will add fuel to the FARC insurgency, creating 
deeper environmental problems for the most 
ecologically diverse systems in the world



Wildlife Trafficking
   Dispossessed people 

who lose status 
within their 
communities as a 
result of foreign 
investment which 
buries traditional life 
in exploitation often 
move into illegal 
methods of securing 
income. In 
Colombia’s Amazon 
region, poachers and 
trappers capture 
seven million 
creatures every year 
for sale on the illegal 
wildlife market. 



Wildlife Trafficking:
 Journalist Timothy 

Ross writes: “Large 
areas of jungle are 
stripped of every 
living thing. The 
bigger animals are 
packed into boxes 
and often flown out 
on the same illegal 
flights used for 
smuggling cocaine 
because, as one 
animal trafficker 
said, pound for 
pound parrots pay 
better than drugs.” 



Environmental Provisions
   In so far as it provides the 

apparatus for voluminous 
industrial growth, the FTA 
uses environmental 
provisions as an ‘outside’ 
resource, which could 
feasibly be used to tackle 
problems of pollution and 
waste excessive to the 
system already in place. 
However, the system as it 
exists is rotten from the 
inside, and expanding it will 
mean greater damage to 
the precious ecosystems  
of Colombia



Environmental Provisions
    In 2009, the resurgent 'Minga' 

struggle of indigenous peoples 
ignited a worker's strike in 
Colombia's sugar industry 
culminating in a two week long 
demonstration, consisting of a 
98 km march from La Maria to 
Cali.

   
They were fighting for land rights, 

community autonomy, and for 
the government to honor its 
past treaties with the people.



SOUTH KOREA



PORK

“The U.S.-Republic of Korea FTA will add nearly $825 
million dollars to the U.S. pork industry in additional pork 
exports,” Buhr told the commission. “It is the most 
economically important FTA since the NAFTA and will 
significantly impact the price of U.S. live hogs.” 



CATTLE

"If Korean Americans can eat American beef, why can't 
Koreans?" Ambassador Lee had asked rhetorically in 
criticism of the Korean people's hesitance to lower 
health and safety regulations on imported beef to please 
the U.S. beef industry and ensure the conclusion of the 
FTA.



Animal industry groups that 
support South Korea FTA 

Animal Health Institute 

International Dairy Foods 
Association

National Chicken Council

National Milk Producers 
Federation

National Pork Producers 
Council

Pet Food Institute

U.S. Dairy Export Council

United Egg Association

United Egg Producers

USA Poultry & Egg Export 
Council

National Turkey Federation



KOREANS KOREANS 
RISE UP RISE UP 

AGAINST US AGAINST US 
BEEF BEEF 

IMPORTSIMPORTS

 








