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GJAE PRINCIPLES
- Anti-speciesism and animal rights
- Biodiversity and Ecosystem Protection
- Sustainability and  Localism
- Rejection of Neoliberalism and Globalism
- Environmental Justice
- Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples



What are Free Trade 
Agreements?

-Tariffs and Quotas

- Investment Rules

-Intellectual Property 

- Procurement Rules



Free Trade Agreements: 
Core Environmental Justice, Ecological, and Animal Rights Concerns

- Procurement rules undermine green, local, & humane purchasing

- State – Investor provisions undermine environmental regulation

- State-state challenges to non-tariff barriers to trade vs. import bans on unsustainable & inhumane 
products

- Agricultural liberalization expands industrial and animal-based agriculture and diminishes food 
safety

- Transportation– roads, fuel, roadkill, resources for vehicles

- Live animal exports (dolphins, fighting cocks, exotic animals)

- Lack of indigenous consultation 

- Outsourcing and offshoring to escape environmental and humane regulations



FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS 
PROMOTE CLIMATE CHANGE

The Bush legacy lives...The Bush legacy lives...



LIVESTOCK EMISSIONS
Free trade agreements Free trade agreements 

allows for a heavy allows for a heavy 
corporate push for the corporate push for the 
globalization of a US-globalization of a US-
style meat centered style meat centered 

diet, increasing global diet, increasing global 
consumption of animal consumption of animal 

products. Animal products. Animal 
agriculture is the agriculture is the 

greatest single factor greatest single factor 
in androgenic climate in androgenic climate 
change (Worldwatch, change (Worldwatch, 

Dec 2009)Dec 2009)



Free trade leads to increased 
use of “factory farm” style 
agriculture. Factory farms are 
energy intensive and 
consume vast quantities of 
fossil fuels.



-

Mechanized AgricultureMechanized Agriculture

Free trade agreements shift global agriculture Free trade agreements shift global agriculture 
towards industrial scale production and fossil fuel towards industrial scale production and fossil fuel 
consuming farm machinery, while driving consuming farm machinery, while driving 
sustainable “low-tech” farmers out of business.sustainable “low-tech” farmers out of business.



Investor ProtectionsInvestor Protections
Facilitate Fossil Fuel Facilitate Fossil Fuel 

ExtractionExtraction 

OILOIL COALCOAL NATURAL NATURAL 
GASGAS



LOCALISM UNDERMINED



FARMER DISPLACEMENT= 
DEFORESTATION

The agreements also fail The agreements also fail 
to address the threat to to address the threat to 
farmers posed by the farmers posed by the 
elimination of tariffs on elimination of tariffs on 
subsidized  US subsidized  US 
agricultural exports. agricultural exports. 
Farmers who lose their Farmers who lose their 
land clear forests for land clear forests for 
new land.new land.



FTAs Undermines Selective 
Purchasing

Procurement rules Procurement rules 
of these agreements  of these agreements  
inhibit "buy green" inhibit "buy green" 
legislation like legislation like 
"good wood" bills or "good wood" bills or 
recycled content recycled content 
state purchasing state purchasing 
programs .programs .



GATT & WTO: GATT & WTO: 
DEADLY TO ANIMALSDEADLY TO ANIMALS 



WTO = DOLPHIN DEATHS

Dolphins have been observed to swim beneath schools 
of yellowfin tuna.  For years, pursuit of dolphins has 
been a method to capture yellowfin tuna for fishing 
fleets. In order to catch tuna, mile-long purse-seine nets 
are set around the dolphins. Tens of thousands of 
dolphins are caught and drowned in tuna nets each year.



Attempts to reduce this problem in the 1972 and 1984 version of 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act were ineffective in curtailing 
the problem.  Thousands of dolphins were still killed every year. 
 In 1991, Congress created the “dolphin safe” tuna label and in 

1992 banned all dolphin unsafe tuna in the US.  



GATT RULES 
AGAINST 

DOLPHINS

In 1991, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), a panel of unelected professional trade 
officials who meet in secret without outside appeal or 
review, determined that dolphin safety standards 
were an unnecessary barrier to foreign trade.   As 
GATT, lacked enforcement power, the US ignored 
the ruling.



In 1995 the GATT developed into the World Trade Organization (WTO), an institutional body 
capable of enforcing rulings that a nation’s animal protection and environmental laws violate 
international free trade standards.  Countries who refuse to comply with WTO decisions are 
obligated pay compensations to the winning country or face severe trade sanctions. 

Mexico threatened a WTO challenge to the US ban on dolphin unsafe tuna if the US failed to 
lift its embargo on tuna from countries that did not enforce dolphin friendly practices.  If the US 
lost at the WTO it could be required to pay compensations to the winning country or face severe 
trade sanctions. 

Under pressure from the Clinton administration Congress caved to Mexico's demands and  lifted 
the ban on dolphin deadly tuna.  However the "Dolphin Safe" label remained, allowing 
consumers to voluntarily pick less dolphin-deadly tuna brands.



According to Public Citizen's Global Trade Watch, 
"After years of sustained trade law challenges, the 
Bush administration decided to quietly implement a 
change to a “dolphin safe” labeling policy which 
Mexico had demanded as necessary to implement a 
GATT ruling. (Mexico had threatened a new WTO 
case if their demands were not met). On New Years 
Eve 2002, when few Americans were focused on 
policy matters, the Bush administration announced 
that it would change the “Flipper-friendly” tuna 
policy to allow the “dolphin-safe” label to be used on 
tuna caught using deadly purse seine nets and 
dolphin encirclement. This regulation is now being 
challenged in federal court."  

In 2004 a federal judge overturned the Bush 
administration's attempt to destroy the dolphin-safe 
label and banned the use of the label on dolphin 
deadly tuna.  A federal appeals court upheld the 
ruling in April  2007.  



In October 2008, Mexico made good on 
its threat to bring a new WTO challenge 
to the dolphin-safe label.  The WTO 
established a panel to hear the dispute in 
April 2009.  In May 2011 a WTO interim 
tribunal ruled in support of Mexico.  If 
the US is unable to overturn the ruling on 
appeal, consumers will no longer be able 
to distinguish dolphin deadly brands of 
tuna from those that use less dolphin 
deadly methods to catch tuna.  Instead of 
doing everything possible to fight this 
ruling, the Obama administration put up 
a deliberately weak defense of the 
dolphin safe tuna label at the WTO in 
order to avoid setting a legal precedent 
for WTO recognition of environmental 
rules that could later undermine US 
efforts to attack other countries’ 
environmental laws.  



Sea Turtles Ensnared by WTO

- The shrimp fishing industry catches sea turtles in purse 
seine nets, where they drown

-The US refused to import shrimp from any country not using 
“turtle exclusion devices.” 



Upon complaints from 4 nations in 1996 , a WTO 
dispute panel found the ban to be discriminatory.



WTO Blocks Hormone Ban
- The WTO ruled 
against a 1989 EU 
health ban on 
bovine products 
with growth-
promoting 
hormones. 
- The EU has been 
paying trade ban 
concessions to the 
US rather than 
harm the heath of 
EU citizens. 



WTO THREAT 
DESTROYS EU FUR 
BAN



- In 1995 the EU - In 1995 the EU 
passed legislation passed legislation 
against the vicious against the vicious 
steel jaw leg hold steel jaw leg hold 
trap and banned trap and banned 
the import of fur the import of fur 
from nations that from nations that 
used them.used them.
  
- The US - The US 
threatened a WTO threatened a WTO 
challenge and the challenge and the 
EU backed downEU backed down.. 



WTO vs. Baby Seals

To help end commercial seal hunting, in which baby seals are 
clubbed to death (often in front of their mothers), the 

European Union banned the importation of seal products in 
2009. Canada, Norway, and Iceland are challenging the ban at 

the WTO.



ANIMAL ANIMAL 
CRUELTY CRUELTY 
OLYMPICSOLYMPICS

With Canada in the world 
spotlight as host of the 2010 

Winter Games, Global Justice 
for Animals and the 
Environment held 

"Animal Cruelty Olympics" 
street theater performances in 

front of the Canadian 
Consulate, with the Prime 
Ministers of Canada and 

Norway and the WTO Director-
General competing to see who 
would be responsible for the 
most deaths of baby seals. 













GJAE protesters in Bangalore, capital of the Indian state of  Karnataka, protested 
at their local Canadian Consulate to express outrage that Canada's inhumane seal 

hunt and attempt to undermine animal protective legislation at the WTO were  
giving a bad name to their state language, Kannada.  

The protest was a local media sensation.



Most Recent 
WTO 

Challenge 
Puts Food 

Safety at Risk

- In 1997, the EU banned US poultry, because US poultry 
producers wash chickens in low-concentration chlorine 
before selling them. 
- The US brought a WTO challenge against the ban 
earlier this year.



NAFTA:NAFTA:
North AmericanNorth American
Free Trade Agreement Free Trade Agreement 





NAFTA Chapter 
11 Grants New 
Protections to 

Corporate 
Investors

UNBALANCED

PROTECTIONS





FARMER DISPLACEMENT= 
DEFORESTATION

According to According to 
Oxfam Oxfam 
International, International, 
deforestation deforestation 
increased in increased in 
Mexico after Mexico after 
NAFTA caused NAFTA caused 
farmers to lose farmers to lose 
their land.their land.



FARMED ANIMAL SUFFERING
 PIGS AND PULTRY PICTURES



Pork exports under NAFTA add $33.60 to the price producers receive for 
each pig, according to economists with Iowa State University. Free trade 
agreements with Colombia, Panama, Peru and South Korea would add 
another $12.66 per pig to producers’ bottom line. 



The NAFTA 
FLU

The recent outbreak 
of Swine Flu (H1N1) 
in the US has been 
traced to a hog farm 
in Mexico owned by 
agribusiness giant 

Smithfield, built 
subsequent to the 

passage of NAFTA.



By eliminating agricultural tariffs between Mexico and the US, NAFTA 
allowed Smithfield to ship subsidized, untariffed livestock feed to Mexico 

and then to export its products back into the US without tariffs.  This 
allowed Smithfield to lower costs by paying  escaping US environmental 

regulations (and by paying workers lower wages).



CANADA'S BOREAL FOREST 
25 per cent of the world's remaining original forests

 
Canada's largest ecosystem, covering 58% of the country

 
30%  is covered by wetlands, an estimated 1.5 million lakes 

and some of the country's largest river systems
 

Boreal ecosystems contain the largest expanse of 
freshwater in the world; more than 80 per cent of the world's 

liquid freshwater is found in the Boreal 
 

More than 186 billion tonnes of carbon are stored in the 
Canadian Boreal's trees, soils, water and peat –equivalent to 

913 years' worth of greenhouse gas emissions in Canada
 

The global Boreal is the largest terrestrial carbon “bank 
account” on the planet

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• More than 30 per cent of North America's bird More than 30 per cent of North America's bird 
population relies on the Boreal for breedingpopulation relies on the Boreal for breeding

• 325 bird species depend on Boreal shelter during their 325 bird species depend on Boreal shelter during their 
liveslives

• Labrador's George River caribou herd is the largest in Labrador's George River caribou herd is the largest in 
the worldthe world

• The Boreal is home to large populations of wolves, The Boreal is home to large populations of wolves, 
bears, moose and a number of smaller animals bears, moose and a number of smaller animals 

•   More than 13 million ducks and waterfowl nest and More than 13 million ducks and waterfowl nest and 
breed in Canada's Boreal each yearbreed in Canada's Boreal each year

BIRDS OF THE BOREAL



THE TAR SANDS:
THE MOST ENVIRONMENTALLY 

DESTRUCTIVE PROJECT ON THE 
PLANET 

 
Tar sands mining is licensed to use twice 
the amount of fresh water that the entire 

city of Calgary uses in a year. 
 

-At least 90% of the fresh water used in 
the oil sands ends up in ends up in tailing 
ponds so toxic that propane cannons are 

used to keep ducks from landing.
- Processing the oil sands uses enough 

natural gas in a day to heat 3 million 
homes.  

- The toxic tailing ponds are considered 
one of the largest human-made structures 

in the world. 
-The ponds span 50 square kilometers 

and can be seen from space. 
-Producing a barrel of oil from the oil 

sands produces three times more 
greenhouse gas emissions than a barrel 

of conventional oil. 



BLAME NAFTA!BLAME NAFTA!
according to NAFTA's energy proportionality clause, Canada 
is forced to provide 2 units of export for every unit produced 

for domestic consumption.



According to environmental group Root Force, "I-69 is a North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) superhighway, already constructed from Canada to Indianapolis 

and projected to extend down into Mexico. This highway is intended for the mass 
transportation of goods and resources, to further exploit workers and the land, and to 

lessen companies’ accountability in terms of human and environmental rights.

 



"As of January 2009, construction 
has begun in southwestern 
Indiana. If completed, the 
highway will evict hundreds of 
rural families, destroy hundreds of 
acres of land and devastate the 
habitats of countless species of 
animals, many of them already 
endangered."



NAFTA EXPANDS NAFTA EXPANDS 
CORPORATE RIGHTSCORPORATE RIGHTS

Investment chapter 
(Chapter 11) allows 
foreign 
corporations 
allowed to sue 
governments 
directly for lost 
future profits.



Metalclad sues Mexico
- In the mid-1990s, the US firm, Metalclad, 
attempted to build an incredibly environmentally 
hazardous landfill in San Luis Patosi, Mexico but 
was prevented by repeated political opposition.

- Metalclad sued 
Mexico in 1997 
under Chapter 11 
of NAFTA, 
winning the case 
and over $16 
million dollars in 
compensation for  
lost profits. 



Ethyl Corp Neurotoxin Protected
- In 1997, Chapter 11 of 
NAFTA allowed Ethyl Corp to 
sue Canada for over $200 
million in lost profits when 
Canada banned their fuel 
additive because it contained 
manganese, a known 
neurotoxin. 
- Canada subsequently 
dropped the environmental 
law, and paid Ethyl a large 
settlement.



Methanex sues the US
- California phased out 
use of MBTE in fuel after 
finding it was 
contaminating water.
- Methanex, maker of 
MTBE, sued under 
Chapter 11 of NAFTA, 
tying up the State of 
California for over 7 years 
before finally losing the 
case in 2005



- .

Glamis Gold, a Canadian mining firm, sued the United States Glamis Gold, a Canadian mining firm, sued the United States 
in 2003 for $50 million under Chapter 11 of NAFTA, because in 2003 for $50 million under Chapter 11 of NAFTA, because 
they were required to backfill a mine in California on sacred they were required to backfill a mine in California on sacred 
indigenous lands in California's Imperial Valleyindigenous lands in California's Imperial Valley

Canadian Mining CompanyCanadian Mining Company
  Sues United StatesSues United States



Tobacco Company 
Sues to Avoid 

Tobacco Settlement 
Liability

 Grand River Enterprises vs. US
A Canadian company is seeking damages over  the 

1998 U.S. Tobacco Settlement, which requires 
tobacco companies to contribute to state escrow 
funds to help defray medical costs of smokers.  

Jurisdictional ruling dismissed some of the claims as 
time-barred, but permitted other claims relating to 

cigarettes sold on Indian reservations to proceed to a 
hearing on the merits. 



Transformer Company  Challenges Canadian PCB 
Ban, Wins $5 million

S.D. Meyers, a service company focused on transformers, challenged  Canadian S.D. Meyers, a service company focused on transformers, challenged  Canadian 
ban of PCB exports that complied with multilateral environmental treaty on toxic-ban of PCB exports that complied with multilateral environmental treaty on toxic-
waste trade. waste trade. 

* Expropriation claim dismissed.* Expropriation claim dismissed.

* Claims of discrimination upheld and qualified as a violation of the “minimum * Claims of discrimination upheld and qualified as a violation of the “minimum 
standard of treatment” foreign investors must be provided under NAFTA. standard of treatment” foreign investors must be provided under NAFTA. 

* Foreign firm’s “market share” in another country could be considered a NAFTA-* Foreign firm’s “market share” in another country could be considered a NAFTA-
protected investment.protected investment.

* Canada petitioned to have the NAFTA tribunal decision overturned in a * Canada petitioned to have the NAFTA tribunal decision overturned in a 
Canadian Federal Court, but the court dismissed the case.Canadian Federal Court, but the court dismissed the case.

Thanks to NAFTA,
, Canada will

 soon be mine!!!



Probable Carcinogen, linked to   
melanomas, liver cancer, gall bladder 
cancer, biliary tract cancer, 
gastrointestinal tract cancer, and brain 
cancer,  and may be linked to breast 
cancer. 

Acute toxic effects - irritation of the nose 
and lungs, skin irritations such as severe 
acne (chloracne) and rashes, and eye 
problems. 

 

PCBs = POISON

Developmental effects - Children born with
 significant neurological and motor control 
problems, including lowered IQ and poor short-term memory, decreased birth weight 
and head size, and psychomotor and behavioral impairment.



Disrupted hormone function - 
shortened menstrual cycles,  reduced 
sperm counts, altered sex organs, 
premature puberty,  changed sex ratios 
of children.

Immune system and thyroid effects – 
PCBs upset thyroid balance, may affect 
growth, behavioral & psychomotor 
development.   PCBs bind to receptors 
that control immune system function, 
disturbing the amounts of some 
immune system elements like 
lymphocytes and T cells.  PCB levels 
tied to an increased prevalence of ear 
infections and chickenpox and with 
lowered immune system function, and 
thus greater susceptibility to disease



“Our common philosophy is governed by Biblical principles and values.”



Pesticide 
Manufacturer
 Sues Canada

U.S. chemical company 
Crompton/Chemtura, a producer of the 

pesticide lindane, a hazardous persistent 
organic pollutant, is suing for $100 

million, challenging a voluntary 
agreement between manufacturers and 

the Canadian government to restrict 
production.  Claims involve 
discrimination, performance 

requirements, expropriation and a 
violation of the “minimum standard of 

treatment” rule.



Lindane's Effects on 
Human Health

Exposure to large amounts of lindane can 
harm the nervous system, producing a range 
of symptoms from headache and dizziness to 
seizures, convulsions and more rarely death.  

Prenatal exposure to β-HCH, an isomer of 
lindane and production byproduct, has been 
associated with altered thyroid hormone levels 
and could affect brain development.

Lindane is known to be particularly 
hazardous to children. 

The persistent chemical shows up more often 
than any other pesticide in the Arctic 
environment, contaminating traditional foods 
of indigenous communities in the region. 



Lindane is a persistent organic 
pollutant: it is relatively long-
lived in the environment, it is 
transported long distances by 
natural processes like global 
distillation, and it can 
bioaccumulate in food chains, 
though it is rapidly eliminated 
when exposure is 
discontinued.



The production of lindane generates large amounts of 
waste hexachlorocyclohexane isomers, and it is 

estimated that "every ton of lindane manufactured 
produces about 9 tons of toxic waste."



When lindane is used in 
agriculture, an estimated 12-
30% of it volatilizes into the 
atmosphere, where it is subject 
to long-range transport and can 
be deposited by rainfall. 
Lindane in soil can leach to 
surface and even ground water 
and can bioaccumulate in the 
food chain. However, 
biotransformation and 
elimination are relatively rapid 
when exposure is discontinued. 
Most exposure of the general 
population to lindane has 
resulted from agricultural uses 
and the intake of foods, such as 
produce, meats and milk, 
produced from treated 
agricultural commodities



In 2009, governments around the world added the  lindane to the list of 
chemicals targeted for global ban under the Stockholm Convention (POPs 
treaty). All agricultural uses of lindane will be phased out under the treaty, and 
any production of the neurotoxic pesticide is banned. Pharmaceutical uses for 
control of lice and scabies (using existing stocks) are scheduled for full phase 
out by 2014.  



So Crompton/So Crompton/
Chemtura Chemtura 

dropped the suit, dropped the suit, 
right...?right...?





“At the end of the day, Chemtura seeks to hold the [Canadian Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency] responsible for the fact that it can no longer 
profit from the sale of a toxic chemical that has been internationally banned 
based on demonstrated health and environmental concerns” 
-- Canada’s counter memorial.

http://clients.insidesh.com/clients/media/pma/032409/chemtura/logo_cmtra_rgb_h
igh_resolution.jpg
http://clients.insidesh.com/clients/media/pma/032409/chemtura/logo_cmtra_rgb_h
igh_resolution.jpg



“When you read through a lot of these cases, you find something missing 
– namely common sense.”

– Jim Mays, Sierra Club Responsible Trade Program



Dow AgroSciences LLC, a subsidiary of the U.S. Dow Chemical 
Company is suing Canada for $2 million under Chapter 11 for losses it 
alleged were caused by a Quebec provincial ban on the sale and certain 
uses of lawn pesticides containing the active ingredient 2,4-D. Other 
Canadian provinces are considering similar bans.

Dow Sues Over Ban on Toxic 2, 4-D



Responsible for: 
- Bhopal disaster

- Birth defects from Agent Orange 
in Vietnam

-



Toxic 2Toxic 2,,4-D4-D
Symptoms of 2,4-D poisoning in exposed people include irritation and inflammation 
of eyes and skin, hives, nausea, vomiting, throat irritation, headache, dizziness, 
coughing, and difficulty breathing.

2,4-D (and the entire family of phenoxy herbicides) is classified as possibly 
carcinogenic by the International Agency for Research on Cancer. Studies of 
exposed farmers support this classification.

New studies indicate that 2,4-D reduces fertility in several ways. 2,4-D exposure is 
associated with low sperm counts.

According to the most recent data collected by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, some 2,4-D is contaminated with 2,3,7,8-TCDD, a potent dioxin.

Monitoring by the U.S. Geological Survey showed that 2,4-D is frequently found in 
rivers and streams. It is also often measured in air samples.

2,4-D causes genetic damage in plants in amounts too small to cause visible 
damage to the plants.D causes genetic damage in plants in amounts too small to 
cause visible damage to the plants.

Monitoring by the U.S. Geological Survey showed that 2,4-D is frequently found in 
rivers and streams. It is also often measured in air samples.



2,4-D use on lawns is linked 2,4-D use on lawns is linked 
with an increased risk with an increased risk 

of cancer in dogs.of cancer in dogs.



In April 2010, GJAE in 
conjunction with International 

Campaign for Justice in 
Bhopal, the Center for Health, 

Environment, and Justice, 
Kids for a Better World, The 
Yes Men, and Vietnam Agent 

Orange Relief & 
Responsibility Campaign, 

disrupted the Dow Live Earth 
Run for Water, a cynical PR 

stunt designed to present Dow 
as a caring company rather 

than an unaccountable global 
polluter. 

GJAE and GJAE and 
Friends Foil Friends Foil 

Dow Dow 
Greenwash Greenwash 

ScamScam





Activists dressed 
as grim reapers to 

illustrate that 
Dow's toxic 
pollution has 

NOTHING to do 
with a Live Earth 
and wore orange 

scarves to 
symbolize Dow's 

production of 
Agent Orange for 
use in Vietnam, 

which left 
generations of 

people with severe 
brain damage and 
debilitating birth 

defects.



Activists like Kids for a Better Future founder Akash Mehta helped 
turn Dow's stunt into a PR disaster by telling reporters the truth about 

the chemical giant's human rights and environmental atrocities.



The Yes Men, a group of anti-corporate pranksters, impersonated 
Dow PR flacks, distributed mock Dow corporate propaganda 

brochures that in reality exposed Dow's crimes and obnoxiously 
encouraged runners to ignore the protesters.



Yes Men gave media interviews on Dow's behalf, admitting 
to the company's toxic legacy and ongoing pollution.



Grim Reapers infiltrated the run...



while activists dressed as corpses staged 
a die-in in front of the finish line. 







- In 2005, Congress passed legislation to 
implement the Dominican Republic-
Central America Free Trade Agreement, a 
trade agreement between the US and the 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua,
 and Costa Rica 

- CAFTA countries were forced to 
eliminate tariffs and sanitary barriers on 
U.S. agricultural imports, allowing 
agribusiness to flood markets with 
cheap pork, beef, chicken, eggs, turkey 
and dairy products.

- Farms in CAFTA countries may be 
forced to shift to factory farm methods to 
remain competitive with untariffed US 
imports.

- NAFTA-style state-investor rules 
endanger the environment.

- Originally intended as the first step to 
creating a hemisphere-wide Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA), but many 
South American nations rejected FTAA. 



People throughout the hemisphere were outraged that with no 
attempt to solicit public input,  politicians were crafting agreements 
that would undermine democracy by giving corporations the right to 
use international tribunals to challenge policies that protect workers 

and the environment.  



In Brazil and Mexico, FTAA 
foes conducted a popular 

referendum asking people if 
they wanted this new 

hemispheric trade 
agreement. The public 

responded with a resounding 
NO!  In  2002, voters in 

Brazil, elected Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva, a staunch 
opponent of the FTAA 
(but not of the WTO, 

unfortuntely).  
Over the next few years, 
Presidents critical of the 

NAFTA/FTAA model were 
elected in Argentina (2003), 

Uruguay (2004),  Bolivia 
(2005), Ecuador (2006), 

Nicaragua (2006), and most 
recently Peru (2011), joining 

Velezuela's Hugo Chavez 
(1999) in Latin America's 

"Pink Tide."

Former President da SilvaFormer President da Silva

Bolivian PresidentBolivian President
  Evo MoralesEvo Morales

Ecuadorian Ecuadorian 
President President 
Rafael CorreaRafael Correa

Peruvian Peruvian 
President President 
Olanta HumalaOlanta Humala



Factory Farming to Expand Factory Farming to Expand 
Under DR-CAFTAUnder DR-CAFTA

As with NAFTA, DR-CAFTA 
forces the Dominican Republic 
(DR) and  Central American 
nations to eliminate their tariffs 
on subsidized, factory farmed, 
animal products from the US, 
wiping out family farmers and 
increasing consumption of 
factory farmed animal 
products.  

Tariff elimination on livestock 
feed encourages the growth of 
factory farming in the CAFTA 
countries – the only way to stay 
competitive with untariffed  US 
exports. 

  



Tariff elimination on staple crops means 
less consumption of more sustainable, 
locally produced family farmed foods and 
the destruction of rural economies and 
communities.

People leave rural areas to relocate to cities 
or to emigrate, in the process becoming 
more dependent on industrially produced, 
globally traded, unsustainable foods and 
other commodities.  Increased emigration 
also means increased consumption of fossil 
fuels.  

Environmentalists fear that as with 
NAFTA, farmers who lose their land as a 
result of DR-CAFTA will clear forested 
areas, dramatically increasing overall 
forest loss in the region.



Caps on 
awards for 

environmental 
damages but  
investor suits 
are unlimited!

UNBALANCED
PROTECTIONS, again!



Pacific Rim & Commerce Group 
vs. El Salvador



Pacific Rim  is a Canadian mining company  using a small office in Pacific Rim  is a Canadian mining company  using a small office in 
Nevada to claim to be a US corporation in order to use CAFTA to sue El Nevada to claim to be a US corporation in order to use CAFTA to sue El 

Salvador, because the Central American nation refuses to allow a cyanide-Salvador, because the Central American nation refuses to allow a cyanide-
leach mining project near the nation's largest river and primary source of leach mining project near the nation's largest river and primary source of 
drinking water.  Pacific Rim and US corporation Commerce Group are drinking water.  Pacific Rim and US corporation Commerce Group are 

suing El Salvador for $177 million dollars using CAFTA's state-investor suing El Salvador for $177 million dollars using CAFTA's state-investor 
provisions, which give corporations the right to sue governments for lost provisions, which give corporations the right to sue governments for lost 

potential future profits.  Commerce Group's case was dismissed on a potential future profits.  Commerce Group's case was dismissed on a 
technicality, but Pacific Rim's case is ongoing.technicality, but Pacific Rim's case is ongoing.



According to the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, 
"Salvadoran communities have been organizing for years to keep foreign 

mines out of their lands. They have united to form strong grassroots 
organizations such as the National Coalition Against Metallic Mining to 

protect their communities from the environmental devastation and 
rampant water contamination caused by extractive mining."  



June 18, 2009: Prominent local anti-mining 
activist Marcelo Rivera is disappeared.  His 
body is found 11 days later in the bottom of 
a well, with clear signs of torture.

December 20, 2009: Ramiro Rivera, vice-
president of the Environmental Committee 
of Cabañas is gunned down in front of his 
daughter, despite being under 24-hour police 
protection since being shot eight times in 
August.  His neighbor Felicíta Echeverría 
was also killed in the attack.

December 26, 2009: Dora Alicia Sorto 
Recinos, member of the same Environmental 
Committee, was killed while doing laundry 
in a stream by her house.  She was eight 
months pregnant and carrying her two year 
old child.   

Death threats against community leaders, the 
staff at Radio Victoria and Father Luis 
Quintanilla continue.

MINING AND MURDER OPPONENTS OF THE MINING PROJECT ASSASINATED



 From May 31st to June 1st, 2010, the World Bank's 
International Centre for the Settlement of Investment 

Disputes (ICSID), one of the bodies that arbitrates CAFTA 
investor disputes,  held initial hearings in Pacific Rim's case 
against El Salvador.  The Committee in Solidarity with the 

People of El Salvador (CISPES) 
coordinated a national day of protest.  



TradeJustice NY Metro, GJAE, and NY CISPES marked the occasion with a 
demonstration at the Canadian Consulate, demanding that Canada implement 

C-300, a parliamentary bill that would place stronger restrictions 
on the overseas mining and human rights practices 
of Canadian mining companies like Pacific Rim.  



Protesters posed as representatives of Pacific Rim, launching their own mineral 
water line with some unusual ingredients – cyanide and arsenic, chemicals that 

could contaminate El Salvador's drinking water
 if the mining project is carried out.













Glamis Gold Ltd., the mining company that sued the US 
under NAFTA was funded with a $45 million World Bank 

loan to build a mine in Guatemala. 

Glamis, Again...Glamis, Again...





Indigenous groups protested by blocking roads leading to the building site in 2004 until this 
blockade was broken up by the military. Eleven people were injured and one person, Raúl 
Castro Bocel, was killed.



According to IntercontinentalCry.org, in June 2009, the Guatemalan government “said 
that it will suspend Goldcorp's Marlin mine in San Miguel Ixtahuacán to make way for 
a full investigation of the health, environmental, and human rights impacts of the 
controversial mine project.” On June 23, 2010, Guatemalan President Alvaro Colom 
announced that he would suspend operations at the Marlin mine operated by Goldcorp 
Inc. after the University of Michigan and Physicians for Human Rights found mercury, 
copper, zinc, arsenic and lead in the blood and urine of inhabitants living near the 
mining project.  If the suspension is made permanent, Guatemala risks being sued by 
Goldcorp under DR-CAFTA.



OFTA Ratified
July 2006



The Oman Free Trade Agreement endangers animals threatened with extinction including 
the desert lynx, the Arabian oryx and the Indo-Pacific humpbacked dolphin, as well as 

leopards, grey wolves, urials, ostriches, monitor lizards, manatees, four species of whales, 
five species of birds, and five species of sea turtles.

 
Humpback whales, sea turtles, and critically endangered sawfish and shark species will be 
seriously threatened destructive by entanglement in fishing nets and accidental hooking. 



OMAN FTA THREATENS...OMAN FTA THREATENS...

OryxLeopardsLeopards



AND MORE...

Arabian  Wolf



Bush's Free Trade 
Agenda Continues...



PERU
Ratified by 

Congress in 2007



Oppression  of the Indigenous Achuar Peoples of NE Peru

- The Achuar indigenous community - The Achuar indigenous community 
allege are suing Occidental Petroleum allege are suing Occidental Petroleum 
for "egregious harm caused by Oxy for "egregious harm caused by Oxy 
over a thirty-year period in the over a thirty-year period in the 
Corrientes River basin during which Corrientes River basin during which 
Oxy contaminated the rivers and lands Oxy contaminated the rivers and lands 
of the indigenous Achuar of the indigenous Achuar 
communities, causing death, communities, causing death, 
widespread poisoning and destruction widespread poisoning and destruction 
of their way of life."  The Peru Free of their way of life."  The Peru Free 
Trade Agreement contains investment Trade Agreement contains investment 
provisions that are highly favorable to provisions that are highly favorable to 
the legal interests of polluting the legal interests of polluting 
extraction companies like Occidental.extraction companies like Occidental.



“"I rise in support of the Peru Trade Agreement, and I want to tell my 
colleagues why.... When I saw an opportunity for us to have labor and 
environmental standards as a core part of out trade agreements, it marked 
a drastic difference from what even a Democratic President was willing 
to give on that score, even a Democratic President.  We couldn’t get that 
in the Clinton Administration." - Representative Nancy Pelosi



Top Contributors in 2006                       Total$

1) Occidental Petroleum                           17k

2) Kleiner, Perkins, et al                         16.7k

3) Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical Workers  15k

4) Sheet Metal Workers Union                  15k

5) Time Warner                                     13.2k

Pelosi's Big 
Deal!



Source: Mongabay



Source: Mongabay



Image from Mongabay



Source: Mongabay



Coney Island Boardwalk:Coney Island Boardwalk:
Peruvian Rainforest Wood!Peruvian Rainforest Wood!

Ipe and CumaruIpe and Cumaru



May 10th Bipartisan Agreement
 on Trade: Icing on a Rotten Cake

(the Democrats' excuse for supporting the Peru FTA)

 Mulilateral Environmental Agreements built in, but without additional enforcement Mulilateral Environmental Agreements built in, but without additional enforcement 
resources or mandateresources or mandate

 Caps eliminated on environmental suits, but state-investor provisions remain.Caps eliminated on environmental suits, but state-investor provisions remain.

 Special rules on mahogany, but not ipe or cumaru.Special rules on mahogany, but not ipe or cumaru.

 Anti-environmental state selective purchasing provisions remain, possibly preventing Anti-environmental state selective purchasing provisions remain, possibly preventing 
New York  and other states from passing selective purchasing legislation against New York  and other states from passing selective purchasing legislation against 
Peruvian rainforest wood.Peruvian rainforest wood.



As part of the agreement, the Office of the United States Trade As part of the agreement, the Office of the United States Trade 
Representative is working with Peru to implement forest protective Representative is working with Peru to implement forest protective 
legislation. But as written, the US has to invoke the trade legislation. But as written, the US has to invoke the trade 
agreement's environmental rules if Peru fails to live up to its agreement's environmental rules if Peru fails to live up to its 
commitments, and GJAE remains skeptical that the Obama commitments, and GJAE remains skeptical that the Obama 
administration will enforce the improved environmental language administration will enforce the improved environmental language 
regarding issues like illegal mahogany exports and inclusion of regarding issues like illegal mahogany exports and inclusion of 
multilateral environmental agreements within the agreement. multilateral environmental agreements within the agreement.   

United States Trade 
Representative 

Ron Kirk



Global Justice for Animals and the Environment assisted with media outreach 
on this banner drop by Rainforest Relief and NYC Climate Action Group at 

City Hall Park in New York City.



- After the FTA passed, President Garcia attempted to use 
provisions in it to seize indigenous lands, leading to a 
massive blockade consisting of 30,000 indigenous 
peoples against governmental and commercial forces.

INDIGENOUS RESISTANCE



Bagua Massacre

Indigenous people were killed by police in Bagua, Peru, 
after President Garcia called a state of emergency and 
sent the army into the Amazon to attack the indigenous 

blockade. 







Four days after the massacre, TradeJustice NY Metro, a coalition including 
GJAE, NY Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, Peruvians in 
Action New York, and others, staged a demonstration at the Peruvian Consulate.





With police attention focused on 
the demonstration at the 
Consulate, three GJAE activists 
chained themselves to the doors of 
Senator Charles Schumer's office 
three blocked away.  Prior to the 
vote on the Peru Free Trade 
Agreement, TradeJustice 
representatives, including 
Peruvian immigrants and Andean 
indigenous people, met with 
Schumer's staff twice and 
cautioned them that the passage of 
the trade agreement would 
contribute to violence, instability, 
the destruction of the indigenous 
way of life, and irreparable 
damage to critical ecosystems.  
Ignoring these warnings, Schumer 
voted for the agreement.





Oncew thOnce the activists were chained to the doors, the protesters marched from the 
Consulate to join them at Schumer's office. 



NYPD Emergency Services Unit cops used a circular to cut
 the chains from the protesters' necks. 



After being removed from the doors, the protesters who'd been chained were 
arrested.  The protest received strong media coverage.  For years after, a media 

account of the protest was the top result on Google searches
 for "Schumer office."   



Pork 

According to Iowa State University economist Dermot Hayes, the Peru Free 
Trade Agreement, when fully implemented, will cause hog prices to be 83 
cents higher than would otherwise have been the case. That means that the 
profits of the average U.S. pork producer will expand by 7 percent. 



Poultry Exports

Under the Peru FTA, this market will be reopened and Peru will accept 
USDA standards. This should be seen as a lowering of global sanitary 
measures. Currently, Peru applies high tariffs to any foreign imports 
of poultry. Peru has agreed to allow up to 12, 000 tons of chicken 
‘dark meat,’ without tariffs as well as increase it annually by 960 tons 
until it will reach nearly 24,000 tons within 10 years



DAIRY

"We are pleased that this deal will pave the way for congressional 
approval of at least two pending FTAs, one with Panama and the 
other with Peru," said Clay Hough, IDFA senior vice president. 

"Although U.S. dairy exports continue to face high tariff barriers 
abroad, we believe FTAs are an excellent way to increase our 

competitiveness in foreign markets." 



AVIAN INFLUENZA

 In anticipation of the In anticipation of the 
free trade agreement, in free trade agreement, in 
2004 Peru lifted a ban 2004 Peru lifted a ban 
on importing poultry on importing poultry 
from the U.S. The ban from the U.S. The ban 
had been motivated by had been motivated by 
an intent to prevent an intent to prevent 
incidences of avian incidences of avian 
influenza and influenza and 
Newcastle Disease and Newcastle Disease and 
concerns about low concerns about low 
sanitary standards in sanitary standards in 
U.S. Poultry production.U.S. Poultry production.

Chickens burned alive as part of Chickens burned alive as part of 
cull to prevent spread of avian cull to prevent spread of avian 

influenza in Indonesia.influenza in Indonesia.



WATER 
CONTAMINATION

 Water contamination in Peru caused a cholera Water contamination in Peru caused a cholera 
epidemic in 1991 that infected 160,000 and caused epidemic in 1991 that infected 160,000 and caused 
1,500 deaths. Water contamination remains a 1,500 deaths. Water contamination remains a 
serious problem in Peru.serious problem in Peru.

 Main factors of contamination: 1. organic and toxic Main factors of contamination: 1. organic and toxic 
waste resulting from agricultural practices, 2. water waste resulting from agricultural practices, 2. water 
sewage and 3.mining residues. sewage and 3.mining residues. 

 Expansion of factory farming and increased Expansion of factory farming and increased 
protections for corporate investors under the Free protections for corporate investors under the Free 
Trade Agreement will only worsen this problem.Trade Agreement will only worsen this problem.



Wildlife Threatened by 
Development in PERU

 The Amazonian Manatee is 
considered vulnerable, which 
has been caused by 
commercial hunting as their 
bodies have been used for 
meat, oil, fat, and hide. 

 Their populations have also 
declined because manatees 
become caught and drown in 
commercial fishing nets. 

 In addition, their food supply is 
degraded from soil erosion 
resulting from deforestation. 
Their numbers are steadily 
declining.



Boto Dolphin
 The Boto Amazon river 

dolphin in particular is 
also considered a 
vulnerable species. 

 Their habitats are being 
destroyed by 
hydroelectric 
development, 
deforestation, pollution 
from agriculture, 
industry and mining.

 Dolphins are commonly 
killed when caught as 
bycatch in commercial 
fisheries. 



Blue Headed Macaw
 The Peru FTA lists many birds to be 

exported to the U.S. for the pet trade. 
 The United States is the leading 

consumer of wildlife products 
including yearly up to 250,000 live 
birds.

 The IUCN lists the Blue Headed 
Macaw as endangered mainly due to 
habitat loss, hunting, and the cage-
bird trade.

 This is due to agricultural crops, 
livestock, and fisheries. 

 BirdLife International has called for 
“immediate conservation action.” 
They have stated that, “of the more 
than 800 bird species that inhabit the 
Tumbesian region, 82 are endemic. 
Of the 82 endemic species, eight 
species are endangered…” 



Iguana
 This Tropical Andean Hotspot is 

also home to 253 species of 
amphibians and reptiles of which 
20% are endemic. 

 As the lumber industry continues 
to expand in Peru, the situation in 
the Tumbesian region will become 
dire. The animals that may be lost 
as a result are likely to be species 
that can never be replaced even if 
the area is eventually reforested

 the Peruvian trade agreement lists 
many birds to be exported to the 
U.S. probably for the pet trade. 
CITES has limits on the number of 
these species that can be 
exported. 

 However, these numbers are still 
very high which include thousands 
of parakeets as well as 5,000 live 
iguanas yearly.



Deadly Dye



Carmine and cochineal are dyes derived from the dried remains of the cochineal 
beetle, and they are used as ingredients in foods, beverages, and cosmetics. Peru is 
the world's largest producer and exporter of these dyes, and the US is the world's 
largest importer. In 1998, the Center for Science in the Public Interest (CPSI) filed an 
FDA petition advocating more accurate labeling on foods and cosmetics containing 
these dyes. These dyes are unsuitable for consumers who practice vegetarian, halal, 
or kosher diets, 



Carmine and cochineal have also been linked to severe 
allergic reactions in a small percentage of workers 
involved in handling the dye and users of products 
containing it, including asthma, rhinitis, spasmodic 
cough, dyspnoea, anaphylactic shock, cracked and 
bleeding lips, sneezing, conjunctivitis, pruritus, urticaria, 
Quincke’s oedema, bronchospasm, chills, nausea, 
vomiting, angioedema diarrhea, irritation and oedema of 
the eyelids, severe stomach ache, and rhinoconjunctivitis.



The FDA considered labeling the dye in ingredient lists as "insect based" or banning it 
outright, yet the Asociacion de Exportadores, an organization representing the 
Peruvian exporting companies, wrote to the FDA opposing stronger labeling and 
denying the existence of any health risks related to the product, and U.S. companies 
using carmine and cochineal reinforced their opposition. The FDA decided that the 
ingredients ought to be labeled innocuously, as "carmine." Should further efforts be 
made by public interest groups to ban carmine, any new rules could face a challenge 
by Asociacion de Exportadores under the FTA as an unfair barrier to trade, 
undermining the ability of the FDA to protect US consumers from unsafe products. 
The undermining of protections for US consumers from unsafe products evinces a 
serious usurpation of democratic authority by the Peru FTA.



PANAMA



Panama

According to Iowa State University economist Dermot Hayes, the 
Panama agreement, when fully implemented, will cause hog prices 
to be 20 cents higher than would otherwise have been the case. 
Therefore exports to Panama will be worth approximately $20.6 
million to the U.S. pork industry in additional revenue than 
otherwise would have been the case. (NPPC Panama FTA report)



“The FTA proposal will be like stabbing the national 
farming sector, since it would allow the entrance of 
subsidized agricultural products to compete with up to 
80 percent of the national market . Competition between 
two considerably different economies is impossible” - 
National Agricultural Organization of Panama (ONAGRO)



DOLPHIN
IMPORTS

• Agricultural Tariff Schedule: 
• 01069000: “Live animals other than 

mammals, reptiles and birds”
• Base Rate: FREE!!!
• INTERPRETATION: The U.S. is able to 

import DOLPHINS and WHALES from 
Panama DUTY FREE!!!



Panamanians Protest 
Dolphin Capture



In April 2007, protest erupted in Panama in opposition to plans by Ocean 
Embassy, a US based company, to capture 80 dolphins for aquarium 

display in Panama.  Under the Panama FTA, this could also mean 
dolphin captured for US marine mammal parks,  Despite widespread 
concern of environmental and animal advocates, the Panama FTA 

contains a provision allowing the capture and duty-free export of live 
dolphins. Perversely, if the Panama FTA is approved, it will become even 

more difficult to protect those live dolphins that have escaped the 
Mexican fishing fleet's deadly tuna-fishing operations, as dolphin capture 

operations will be empowered to challenge any effort by Panama to 
restrict the capture and export of live dolphins.



Mangrove Forests

Panama’s Mangrove Forests, 
habitats for shorebirds and 

migratory species, which are 
threatened by the Shrimp 

Industry, which will use the FTA 
to mass proliferate industry in 

sensitive wetlands

Humpback Whale American Manatee



Endangered
Species

The IUCN Red List of The IUCN Red List of 
threatened species threatened species 
includes 33 species includes 33 species 

endemic to Panama, 16 endemic to Panama, 16 
are endangered or are endangered or 

vulnerablevulnerable..

Of the 836 migratory birds Of the 836 migratory birds 
protected under theprotected under the

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
350 of the tropical 350 of the tropical 

migratory species go migratory species go 
through Panama.through Panama.

Red Backed Squirrel Monkey

Olingo



COLOMBIA



COLOMBIA

Live hog prices are positively impacted by the introduction of new export markets. 
According to Iowa State University economist Dermot Hayes, the Colombia 
agreement, when fully implemented, will cause live U.S. hog prices to be $1.63 higher 
than would otherwise have been the case. That means that the profits of the average 
U.S. pork producer will expand by 14 percent, based on 2005 data. (NPPC Colombia 
FTA report)



COLOMBIA

From the Colombian point of view, proposals that fail to 
take into account the serious structural crisis that affects the 
country’s rural sector will lead to more poverty, migration 
and drug trafficking. But based on what has already been 
tabled during the agriculture negotiations, it is clear that the 
U.S. proposals to Colombia consider only the purely 
economic benefits for U.S. producers and consumers



Blood on the Palms

- The FTA promises to be 
especially lucrative in 
Colombia due to President 
Uribe's promise to advance 
the development of bio-
fuels.

- Bio fuels like African Palm 
are grown as mono-crops, 
which destroy bio-diversity, 
employ hazardous pest 
asides and fertilizers, and 
involve de-forestation and 
the dispossession of 
people who live on land 
needed for cultivation



Deforestation

El Chocó region spans the coast of Western Colombia, Panama, El Chocó region spans the coast of Western Colombia, Panama, 
Ecuador and Peru and contains 9000 plant species and 2250 Ecuador and Peru and contains 9000 plant species and 2250 
animal species. 25% of the plants and animals of El Chocó animal species. 25% of the plants and animals of El Chocó 
can only be found there, yet during the 20th Century, mining, can only be found there, yet during the 20th Century, mining, 
agriculture and logging interests caused the endangering of at agriculture and logging interests caused the endangering of at 
least thirty six species. Only 6.3% of El Chocó is protected least thirty six species. Only 6.3% of El Chocó is protected 
under environmental law, and industrial progress could under environmental law, and industrial progress could 
continue the exploitation that has destroyed much of its continue the exploitation that has destroyed much of its 
delicate ecological balance. delicate ecological balance.  

 



Endangering Wildlife

Forty nine endangered species whose names appear on lists 
of multi-lateral bans on wildlife traffic are endemic to 
Colombia. In 1997, the Colombian Environmental Ministry 
counted 1,805 species of birds and 456 species of mammals 
(22% of which are endangered or critically endangered), but 
today, those numbers of existing species are dropping due 
to wildlife trade and deforestation

This is the endangered 
Spider Monkey of Colombia



Endangered. . .
Also endangered are the

Scarlet Macaw like these 
(Right) and the Sloth 

(Below). The infrastructural 
development involved with 
factory farms and mono-
crops will also threaten 
wildlife, the water supply, 
and the air.



Deforestation and Law
-  A recent forestry law 

passed through Colombian 
Congress with the support 
of the U.S. Agency of 
international development 
echoes the danger of 
institutional timber 
exploitation by insisting that 
ownership of land only 
extends to three meters 
above the ground.  

- Bogotá’s University of the Andes and German Development 
Agencies declares: “The law creates the concept of “vuelo 
forestal” (forestry overflight), which separates the land from 
the trees and all else above ground level, opening the door to 
the forests’ exploitation by multinational companies.”



FARC and Civil War
 - Dispossession will bring 

sympathy to FARC. FARC 
(The Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia), which 
has mounted civil war 
against the Colombian 
government since the mid-
1960s, either controls or has 
presence in 15-20% of 
Colombian territory.

 - Though local coca cultivation 
for coca tea is a traditional 
aspect of local indigenous 
cultures, FARC promotes 
the refining of cocaine in 
regions it controls



FARC and the Civil War

- The harvesting and refining of cocaine includes 
the pollution of pesticides, soil erosion, and the 
soil and water pollution from toxic chemicals 
employed in the refining process. 

 
- FARC also attacks pipelines, spilling crude oil 

into local rivers. Fueling the civil war, the FTA 
will add fuel to the FARC insurgency, creating 
deeper environmental problems for the most 
ecologically diverse systems in the world



Wildlife Trafficking
   Dispossessed people 

who lose status within 
their communities as 
a result of foreign 
investment which 
buries traditional life 
in exploitation often 
move into illegal 
methods of securing 
income. In 
Colombia’s Amazon 
region, poachers and 
trappers capture 
seven million 
creatures every year 
for sale on the illegal 
wildlife market. 



Wildlife Trafficking:
 Journalist Timothy 

Ross writes: “Large 
areas of jungle are 
stripped of every 
living thing. The 
bigger animals are 
packed into boxes 
and often flown out 
on the same illegal 
flights used for 
smuggling cocaine 
because, as one 
animal trafficker 
said, pound for 
pound parrots pay 
better than drugs.” 



Environmental Provisions
   In so far as it provides the 

apparatus for voluminous 
industrial growth, the FTA 
uses environmental 
provisions as an ‘outside’ 
resource, which could 
feasibly be used to tackle 
problems of pollution and 
waste excessive to the 
system already in place. 
However, the system as it 
exists is rotten from the 
inside, and expanding it will 
mean greater damage to 
the precious ecosystems  
of Colombia



Environmental Provisions
    In 2009, the resurgent 'Minga' 

struggle of indigenous peoples 
ignited a worker's strike in 
Colombia's sugar industry 
culminating in a two week long 
demonstration, consisting of a 
98 km march from La Maria to 
Cali.

   
They were fighting for land rights, 

community autonomy, and for 
the government to honor its 
past treaties with the people.



SOUTH KOREA



PORK

“The U.S.-Republic of Korea FTA will add nearly $825 million 
dollars to the U.S. pork industry in additional pork exports,” 
Buhr told the commission. “It is the most economically important 
FTA since the NAFTA and will significantly impact the price of 
U.S. live hogs.” 



CATTLE

"If Korean Americans can eat American beef, why can't 
Koreans?" Ambassador Lee had asked rhetorically in criticism 
of the Korean people's hesitance to lower health and safety 
regulations on imported beef to please the U.S. beef industry 
and ensure the conclusion of the FTA.



Animal industry groups that 
support South Korea FTA 

Animal Health Institute 

International Dairy Foods 
Association

National Chicken Council

National Milk Producers 
Federation

National Pork Producers 
Council

Pet Food Institute

U.S. Dairy Export Council

United Egg Association

United Egg Producers

USA Poultry & Egg Export 
Council

National Turkey Federation



KOREANS KOREANS 
RISE UP RISE UP 

AGAINST US AGAINST US 
BEEF BEEF 

IMPORTSIMPORTS

 









The SPP: Dissolved but Projects still remain

Secretive group of CEOs and North American Presidents 
linking massive highyway projects with the Tar Sands and 

increased militarization of the US-Mexico Border



TAKE ACTION! 



BUILD ALLIANCES 
AGAINST CORPORATE 

GLOBALIZATION



SOLIDARITY!SOLIDARITY!

AIDS ACTIVISTS 
LATIN AMERICAN SOLIDARITY GROUPS 

PROGRESSIVE KOREAN & LATINO GROUPS

UNIONS, LABOR RIGHTS & ANTI-SWEATSHOP GROUPS

HUMAN RIGHTS and PEACE GROUPS 

PROGRESSIVE CHURCHES

ANARCHISTS

SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS

AND ANIMAL & ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS!

FAMILY   FARMERS, CSAs, ORGANIC CO-OPS

ANTI-HUNGER ACTIVISTS

PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS
FREE SOFTWARE ADVOCATES
STUDENT ACTIVISTS

FAIR TRADE ADVOCATES AND MERCHANTS

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS GROUPS

PEAK OIL AWARENESS & LOCAL SUSTAINABILITY 
ADVOCATES

SAFE FOOD ADVOCATESFEMINISTS

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS GROUPS

PAN-AFRICANIST AND CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS

TENANTS RIGHTS & ANTI-GENTRIFICATION GROUPS



What Can We Do?
* Build alliances – labor, solidarity, environment, 
religion, AIDS, ethnic community groups, & more..
* Educate elected officials - lobby!
* Write Op-eds and letters to the editor.
* Organize community forums.
* Table street fairs, community events, etc.
* Get attention! -- protests, street theater, civil 
disobedience. 
* Keep on buzzing! Shadow! Phone! Fax! Email!

" If you think you are too small to be effective, 
you've never been in bed with a mosquito."
--Author unknown



Resistance !!!!

SOUTH KOREA



This is what democracy
looks like! 

www.freetradekillsanimals.org


