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MONTREAL — Humane Society International/Canada strongly disputes statements contained in an internal memo to 
Agriculture Canada, released by Canadian Press yesterday. In it, government officials urge Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz 
not to follow the United States and European Union in banning cat and dog fur imports, arguing that such an action could 
undermine Canada's case against nations that have prohibited seal product trade. 

"Cats and dogs — as well as seals — suffer unspeakable terror and pain as they are slaughtered for their fur," said Rebecca 
Aldworth, director of Humane Society International/Canada. "Canadians want the seal hunt to end, and the trade in cat and 
dog fur to stop. It's time our government listened to its citizens on both issues and stopped acting as a shill for the 
commercial sealing industry."

Undercover investigations by HSI and others have revealed extreme suffering in the production of fur in China, where the 
bulk of the estimated 2 million dog and cat skins originate. Live skinning of animals has been repeatedly documented, 
including video of a German shepherd being skinned alive in plain view on a public street. 

Although the United States and the EU have prohibited the import of dog and cat fur, Canada has yet to implement similar 
restrictions. Under the World Trade Organization Agreements, nations can justify trade prohibitions in certain 
circumstances, including where necessary to protect public morals or to protect humans, animals, or plant life, or health. 
Such measures must also not be designed or applied in a discriminatory manner. Subject to these requirements, Canada 
would be entirely within its rights to ban trade in cat and dog fur products. Under similar reasoning, the EU's recent ban on 
seal products trade is justified under the WTO, a conclusion endorsed by leading trade law experts. Notably, Canada's 
largest trading partner, the United States, has banned its trade in cat and dog fur as well as seal products (the latter since 
1972).

Given the vast majority of people in Canada and around the world abhor the slaughter of cats and dogs for fur, Canada's 
refusal to act to stop the gruesome trade in dog and cat fur products on the basis of unsubstantiated WTO concerns ignores 
prevailing public opinion and only serves to propagate this gruesome practice. Moreover, using WTO concerns over a 
possible dispute involving seal product trade as an excuse not to act also ignores widespread public support - in Canada and 
elsewhere - for an end to the trade in seal products. Indeed, recent polling shows 86 percent of Canadians supported the 
right of the EU to ban its trade in seal products, while 79 percent of Canadians oppose our government spending money and 
effort to defend the commercial seal hunt (Environics Research 2008).

Facts: 

 In 2009, Canada's commercial seal hunt brought in less than $1.5 million — yet the Canadian government claims it 
spent between $1.8 and $3.6 million just to attempt to enforce the few regulations that govern the seal hunt. 

 It is estimated that the proposed WTO challenge in regards to the EU seal product trade ban would cost $10 
million, and would stand little chance of success. 

 The continuation of the commercial seal hunt has sparked international boycotts of Canadian seafood and other 
products that have already cost the Canadian economy far more than the seal hunt brings in. Canadian government 
trade statistics reveal that Canadian exports of snow crabs — the primary target of the seafood boycott — to the 
United States have dropped by hundreds of millions of dollars since the launch of the U.S. boycott of Canadian 
seafood.
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