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Media Advisory/Photo Opportunity

Press Conference: Fair Trade Advocates Denounce Damning New Leaked Documents at Site of Secret
Negotiations for Controversial US-EU Trade Deal, Release New Statement from House Democrats 

Advocates Also Condemn Senate Finance Committee Fast Track Trade Vote Yesterday 

Photo Opportunity: Costumed characters representing the industries pushing the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) –  
Frackula, the Fossil Fool, the Citigroup Money Man, Frankensanto and his genetically modified Frankenfish, a factory farmed pig – and a 
Barack Obama character will celebrate TTIP and Fast Track. Bee-shaped signs will represent TTIP's threat to regulation of dangerous 
neonicotinoid pesticides, considered a major threat to the survival of bees.

Who: Experts on international trade policy who will be speaking at today's TTIP Stakeholder Forum and fair trade advocates from 
TradeJustice New York Metro, a coalition of over 50 environmental and social justice organizations in the New York metropolitan area united
in opposition to the NAFTA model of free trade agreements that prioritize corporate profit over the public interest.

What: At a press conference and street theater photo opportunity at the Manhattan site of the weeklong 9th round of Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership negotiations, advocates will call for transparency in TTIP negotiations, condemn new leaked documents that threaten 
public interest legislation and decrying yesterday's Senate Finance Committee vote for legislation to Fast Track trade agreements like TTIP, 
and release a new letter from House Democrats expressing grave concerns about TTIP's threat to public interest policies.

When: TODAY, Thursday, April 23, 2015, 2:40PM-3:15PM,

Where: 6th Avenue between 53rd and 54th Streets, in front of the New York Hilton Midtown Manhattan Hotel

Speakers: 

Adam Weissman, TradeJustice New York Metro
Sharon Anglin Treat, National Caucus of Environmental Legislators and Maine Citizen Trade Policy Commission 
Sean Flynn, American University Program on Information Justice and Intellectual Property
Michael Tikili, Health Global Access Project
Anthony Rogers-Wright, Environmental Action
Brenda Sanders, Open the Cages Alliance
Ana Maria Quispe Piscoya, Global Justice for Animals and the Environment
Suan Metz, Park Slope Food Coop International Trade Education Squad
Peter Dolack, Systemic Disorder blog

Why: According to Paul DeClerk of Friends of the Earth Europe, a newly leaked European Commission proposal from negotiations to form a
US-EU Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership “introduces a system that puts every new environmental, health, and labor standard at 
European and member state level at risk. It creates a labyrinth of red tape for regulators, to be paid by the tax payer, that undermines their 
appetite to adopt legislation in the public interest.”
 
The new leak reinforces concerns from civil society groups based on previous leaks from the secret negotiations that TTIP will prohibit key 
environmental, consumer protection, animal welfare, financial industry, and food safety regulations and labeling programs, will encourage 
increased international trade in fossil fuels and the development of fossil fuel transport infrastructure in place of investment in clean energy, 
will expand corporate intellectual property rights at the expense of affordable medicines, will attack internet freedom and personal data 
privacy, and will undermine labor rights. 

Advocates call for full transparency in the TTIP negotiating process and condemn yesterday's Senate Finance Committee vote to Fast Track 
TTIP and other trade agreements including the Trans-Pacific Partnership. Advocates are also expressing support for a New York City Council 
resolution to be voted on Tuesday that would declare NYC a TPP-Free Zone, a symbolic act of protest against the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
“Agreements like TTIP and TPP threaten good jobs, safe food, affordable medicines, and a healthy environment. They should not be 
negotiated in secret and should not be railroaded through Congress under Fast Track rules,” said Adam Weissman of TradeJustice New York 
Metro.

Additional Information: http://tradejustice.net/ttip & http://tradejustice.net/fasttrack
###

http://tradejustice.net/ttip
http://tradejustice.net/fasttrack

